
Zelease - 1;xeF.iat.e. 

V,xrant , unownecl house cats are a serious j:hxace 

to song -di.;;ds, ixectivorous ‘birds, 2nd game birrls, to r;abjits, sq-lixels, and 

other s:~all forms of beneficial rT?ild life, and to pol.z.1~kry, and. th3ref Ore they 

siloul2. be: destro;Ted, says 8 leaflet just iss-ded by the Tj. S. I?epart,.ent. of A;ri- 

cxltxe on Iro7~ to Irake a cat tray. 

-I at.rsTT cat s---usually huy;ry, mangy, and C isewed-- Y abound in every city, 

t OWli, an& j?L:i!.X,Y. community, and we the most comnon carnivorous manmals in many 

places far re.wved fros kumax habitation, says the leaflet. Us-aally t:iey have 

been left u:ifed -02; tIlei;* 0Pners 336 are forced to get a precarious living b.gr 

hut ing an6 scavenging. As they .zre aclroad mainly at r&+t tiie;J are seldom 

seen and iti is not generally realized tr,at they are as ilLU!i~rOUS as tkey actual- 

ly are. T26 leaflet says that iii 13 moriths iil0J.Y t:tzn 50 stray cats :7ere c22&:rlt 

in one tra;3 s?t in onl:r two locations in a city, ani?. ti.at in one cit,y a hzane 

s0ciet.y $ut to death nerzrlg a million vagrant cats in four years. 

Strqw cats can be cciught in any w311-constructed an6 baited tra*>. E-x 

one descri-de4 ir, the new leaflet, ?.evised. by the J$xeau of 3iolo;;izal ‘khrve~, 

has proved satisfactory and is easily made. It is mc.rely a box 77it;h. a drop 

door iiX%t is held u? by a proj..-b ‘ar:,in.g wire one end of which is attached to & 

false floor or tread-le. The ivei,$t of the cat oa the treadle beyond tke f-cl- 

:ruzx -+lls back the nire Bnd releases the d.oor. The leaflet shows, by ‘,7ic ture 

snd text, Inow to ma!.;e the trap, and it 2.1~0 tells how to bait the trap aad how 

to dispose of the captured cats. 

The Lzxflet, Xo. 50--L, l~Fhw to Xake a Cat ‘Trap, 11 can be obtained free 
from the Of; ice of Information, XQzt.aent of A;ric-7Jt-ure, %,skirgton, D. C., 
as long as cojies arci available for free distribut,ion. 
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The circular discusses the control of warble and nose flies, the prevention 

and control of range fires, and the establis-hment of a brand registry system. 

Combination of herds under one management is recommended for closely ad- 

joining areas, where it is difficult to maintain herds separately because of 

lack of natural barriers. The use of better corrals and chutes in ha;i?Cling 

herds at round-ups for marking, castration, and separating; eliminating roping 

as much as possible; elimination from the herds of scrub stock, barren does, 

and-white and spotted animals of the lighter shades; butchering by humane methods 

at the right time of year; and use of sled and pack reindeer in handling the 

herd, are some of the recormnendations offered. Use of the range is discussed, 

and the need for giving careful attention to the use and protection of lichen 

areas, is emphasized. 

Danage to lichen range from fire is particularly serious, as it may take 

a burned-over lichen area as long as 25 years to recover, and if the area is SO 

badly burned as to destroy the cover of humus, the changed site conditions may 

result in a growth of,inferior species or in permanent absence of lichens as 

far as practical grazing use is concerned. 

” i 
The circular, “Improved Reindeer Handling,” No. 82-C, may be obtained 

from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C., at 5 cents a co2y. 
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